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complete diary of his son's growth from birth to three years. He
noted how the child's senses of taste, touch, smell, seeing, and
hearing developed. He studied reflexes, muscular movements,
impulses, and will. From these data Preyer wrote a book, The
Mind of the Child., which became a classic for child psychology.
Attacking earlier theories that a child's mind at birth is a
blank on which experiences later are grooved, Preyer stresses the
importance of certain "inherited endowments" that determine a
child's mind.
Though later psychologists questioned his findings, his method
encouraged scientific procedure.
In America the earliest great child psychologist was G, STANT
LEY HALL, who founded the first magazine and national organ-
ization for child study, and published the first extensive book on
adolescence. His "theory of recapitulation" holds that a child
passes through stages of development comparable to those in
social evolution. In the child's play Hall noted a hunting period,
a building period, and other periods like those in mankind's his-
tory. Though later discredited, the theory was popular and stim-
ulated much research in genetic and child psychology.
Pre-natal Development
Between conception and birth a human organism spends 280
days in the mother's uterus. The organism develops structurally
in that period from the first cell division until the fetus achieves
human form at 5 or 6 months.
Behavior beginnings show up less definitely. Action is present
in the fetus, as the mother knows, from about 5 months after
conception when she feels the first faint thump of arms and legs.
An astonishing experiment on human fetuses was made about
1920 by a Swiss doctor named M. MINKQWS^I, He found that
he could keep fetuses alive in a saline solution for a short time
after their removal from the mother's uterus. Each time he re-
moved a fetus from a mother for health reasons he kept it alive